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Congress. It was a prominent topic in Madison's
correspondence from the time the Constitution
was adopted. Maclay's diary abounds with
references to the subject. Some of his bitterest
sentences are penned about the conduct of those
who preferred some other site to that on the
Susquehanna River which he knew to be the best
because he lived there himself. Bargaining among
the members as to the selection had been going on
almost from the first. As early as April 26, 1789,
before Washington had been installed in his office,
Maclay mentions a meeting "to concert some
measures for the removal of Congress." There-
after notices of pending deals appear frequently
in his diary. After the defeat of the assumption
bill, the diary notes the activity of Hamilton in
this matter. An entry of June 14, 1790, ascribes
to Robert Morris the statement that "Hamilton
said he wanted one vote in the Senate and five in
the House of Representatives; that he was willing
and would agree to place the permanent residence
of Congress at Germantown or Falls of the Dela-
ware (Trenton), if he would procure him those
votes," Although definite knowledge is un-
attainable, one gets the impression, in following
the devious course of these intrigues, that; had